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On 16.05.2020, a memorial lecture was organised in the memory of Late Abhoy Kumar Singh, who was 
a distinguished jurist and a Sr. Advocate of the Patna High Court. The lecture was delivered by Dr. 
Maurya Vijay Chandra, Advocate, Supreme Court. Mr. Vineet Vinayak, Jt. Director CBI and son of Late 
Abhoy Kumar Singh joined the memorial lecture and shared anecdotes. Mr. N Hariharan, Sr. Advocate, 
Delhi High Court, who had a long association with Late Abhoy Kumar Singh also joined and paid rich 
tributes to the towering personality that Late Abhoy Kumar Singh was. The high regard in which Late 
Abhoy Kumar Singh is held amongst the legal professionals was evident with number of advocates from 
Delhi and Jharkhand Joining the memorial Lecture online. Hon’ble Justice Dinesh Kumar Singh, Judge, 
Patna High Court, also graced the memorial lecture.  
 
Dr. Maurya Vijay Chandra delivered the memorial lecture on "Contra Proferentem": The Rule, Its Origin, 
Application and Relevance. The rule of Contra Proferentem is a rule of construction of contracts, an area 
of law in which Late Abhoy Kumar Singh had special expertise.  Dr. Chandra, who is a Supreme Court 
Lawyer and a specialist in commercial law, arbitration law, public law and law on commercial frauds 
talked about the misuse of this common law rule in the construction industry and in arbitration against 
the government and suggested that the application of this rule be restricted. He also spoke vehemently 
about the government not necessarily being the strong party in infrastructure contracts. As such, it was 
not fair to apply this rule against the government in construction and other arbitration. He also referred 
to various Supreme Court decisions to stress that the rule is of limited application confined to insurance 
contracts and ought not to be applied in commercial contracts. 
 
Mr. Rakesh Kumar Samrendra, Advocate, Patna High Court spoke about the life and achievements of 
Late Abhoy Kumar Singh and remembered him as a hard worker and a hard task master. Mr. N. 
Hariharan, Sr. Advocate, Delhi High Court recalled his stature as the President of the Barristers 
Association, considered to be an elite association of the advocates of the Patna High Court. He also 
informed the audience about the deep interest in common law that Late Abhoy Kumar Singh had. “I still 
have a set of books on common law gifted by Late Abhoy Kumar Singh and still read them” Mr. Hariharan 
said. Mr. Vineet Vinayak, Jt. Director CBI and son of Late Abhoy Kumar Singh, said that as a child he 
mostly learnt by observing him and as a professional, he had discussions with him about criminal 
jurisprudence. Commenting upon the necessity of the high standards of proof for crimes, Late Abhoy 
Kumar Singh had said, “always remember that it is a lone individual fighting against the might of the 
state”, recounted Mr. Vinayak. 
 
 Mr. Binodanand Mishra, Advocate Patna High Court, convened the meeting and apprised the 
participants about the activities of Atmabodh. Atmabodh, an NGO working in the area of access to 
justice and Human Rights, has been preparing lawyers of Patna High Court for arguing through video 
conferencing over the last 50 days. Lawyers on the central government panel and other prominent 
names have benefited from this simulation that takes places every day from 3PM to 5PM.  Now 5 other 
lawyers of the Patna High Court have come forward to educate fellow colleagues to adapt and adopt 
technology to participate in court proceedings and render access to justice.  
 
Mr. Amit Prakash, Advocate, Patna High court, gave the vote of thanks and said that Late Abhoy Kumar 
Singh was an expensive lawyers, but on issues that were close to his heart and for people who he 
thought needed help he appeared pro bono as well. 
  
Since 25th March 2020 as soon as the country wide lockdown was announced by the Prime minister in 
the wake of COVID-19 Pandemic, Dr. Maurya Vijay Chandra Founder Member, Secretary, Atmabodh 



began working on a video-conferencing platform and began working with lawyers of High court of Delhi 
as well as Patna to empower them and upskill them to the new normal of working from home. E-
simulation workshop were conducted for groups of 3-4 participants enabling hands on experience of 
using Microsoft Teams, how to present case documents using video conferencing features. Around 60 
Lawyers from Delhi & Patna attended these E-simulation workshop including some prominent local 
lawyers of Patna. E-Court environments are simulated by the Dr. Maurya Vijay Chandra, Advocate, 
Supreme Court of India and participant advocates learnt the skills required for arguing in E-courts and 
practised it though simulation briefs. This month-long activity culminated in Dr. S. N. Jha Memorial E 
Moot Court Competition on 26Th April, 2020. The moot court competition was organised in association 
with Adyopant Legal, a Delhi-based law firm. Late Dr. S N Jha, was a renounced Senior Advocate of the 
Patna High Court and Patron of Atmabodh.  


